2012 Storm Chase Application

Please Read this Information Carefully!

Storm chase crew selection:  it is important for every applicant to understand that the demand for positions far exceeds capacity.  In order to continue the high quality of the course, we keep the total number of crew members small.  There is a maximum capacity of 12-14 student participants.
Dates:  our window for the 2011 storm chase will be from May 13 – June 7.  We will choose the most active full 2-week period during this timeframe.  Each chaser must be available during this entire time period.
Trip Extension:  an additional storm chase extension (weather pattern dependent) will run in June.  This trip will be open to all of the May crew, but is optional.  If the weather pattern looks favorable for severe storms during mid-late June, we want to be there for it.  This extension will likely run 4-7 days.
Trip Cost:  $1500.00 (this covers all travel, lodging, and most food costs). We will try to stay at lodging stops offering continental breakfasts, each van will have coolers with lunch food, and dinners are left up to each individual chaser.  Most crew members plan to spend $100 for additional costs (snacks, dinners,souvenirs, etc.)
Course Information:  The storm chase will be listed as a Summer I course in Geography (3rs/3cr).  Normal tuition will apply, however some of the on-campus fees have been waived in the past which will save you some money.  This course satisfies the Geography Department field methods requirement for meteorology.
We want all applicants to carefully consider the nature of the trip, as well as expectations of all crew members.

1) The Nature of Storm Chasing

· expect to spend many long days riding in a van…this is unavoidable!

· be prepared for long lulls in the weather pattern between storms

· there is no guarantee that we will intercept a tornado

· the daily routine can be unpredictable, especially on active chase days

· most days you will be expected to rise fairly early (6:00-8:00am)
· you must be flexible and willing to roll with the rest of the crew
· departure & return will be from the VT campus for all chasers
· the near-storm environment can change rapidly, so all crew members must be prepared to deal with very frightening/violent weather conditions
2) Expectations of the Crew

· enthusiastic and willing to learn and help out

· respectful/responsible crew member (prompt, complete tasks given, etc.)

· gracious toward the general public we meet along the way

· this is taken VERY seriously, as we represent VT across the country

· quiet & courteous at all food, gas, and lodging stops

· this is NOT a vacation/bar-hopping/party trip across the Great Plains

· cognizant of impact of severe weather and damage if experienced

· professional attitude & action during storm events

· this is by nature a high-profile trip, and we strive to leave a VERY positive impression of VT wherever we go

· we will accept nothing less

An initial informational meeting for those interested will take place in a few weeks, and a follow-up meeting at the beginning of the second semester.  Details on the time and place will be forthcoming.

After reading the expectations, If you feel like this trip suits your demeanor, and you have a genuine passion for severe thunderstorms and tornadoes, proceed below and fill out this application form.

Crew members are selected according to the quality of their response (true interest in storms) and background coursework in meteorology.  Those with limited coursework in meteorology are still encouraged to apply, as the primary prerequisite is interest in storms.  We will try to achieve an even number of male/female crew members in order to maximize lodging efficiency, etc. in order to keep costs down.

Name: ______________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
Phone Number: _______________________________________
E-mail: ______________________________________________

Year at VT (Fr. So., Jr., Sr.) : ___________________

Meteorology Coursework Completed (planned thru spring 2012):

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Do you have any medical conditions that we need to be aware of(allergies, diabetes, medications taken, etc.)?  If so, explain.

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
In the space listed below, please explain why you are interested in joining the VT Geography storm chase.
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Note:  Please keep in mind that this trip is appropriate for those with a sincere desire to learn about and witness severe thunderstorms in the Great Plains environment.  It is NOT designed for those with a casual interest in storms!  

If you have any questions, please contact the trip leader Dave Carroll, at carrolld@vt.edu or 540-231-5469  

Return Application to: (you can e-mail it as well to:  carrolld@vt.edu)
Dave Carroll (0115)

101 Major Williams Hall

Virginia Tech

Blacksburg, VA  24061

